Torn down 567 Wethersfield Road 
1750 


Captain John Beckley (1732-1776) Revolutionary War 
and Ruth Hubbard (1732-1817) 


Beckley Railroad depot and post office 


1934 WPA Census of Old Buildings in Connecticut Survey at the Connecticut State Library Digital 
Collection. Slide # 007 
1750 CaptainJohn Beckley = current 
owner: Willard Alling Wethersfield Road 
On railroad, rear front now Beckley railroad 
station, faces south 
Wood building, central brick chimney, story 
and a half, two windows each side of 
central entrance, cut stone foundation, 
pilaster on either side of doorway support, 
delicate cornices with small brackets and 
sawed out garlan door, - 


1935 Susqui-Centennial Celebration of the Town of Berlin — Berlin Old Houses. 


1750 CaptainJohn Beckley current owner: Willard Alling Wethersfield Road 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 169 


1750 Beckley depot current owner: Paul & Frances Culver 


2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 


Vacant land current owner: Jane & Peter Knaus 


Beckley Train Station 


= Today, vacant land 
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BUILDING AND STRUCTURES 


HIST-6 NEW 5/77 


STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
CONNECTICUT HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
59 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106 
(203) 566-3005 


#169 


OISTRICT IF NR, SPECIFY 
a ee Ee ee 
1. BUILOING NAME (Common) (Historic) 


Beckley Depot 


TOWN CITY OUNTY 
perhin he pa 


z 
o 
i UMBER (and: ur location) 
< 
4 567 Wethersfield Road 5-3/127/8A 
au OWNER(S) 
z Paul S. & : oO fx 
z Culver, Frances ei . Berlin 06037 Public Privote 
ray ou (Present) (Historie) 
Residence Residence 
6. xP 
"ACCESSIBILITY EXTERIOR VSIBLE FROM PUBLIC ROAD INTERIOR ACCESSIBLE . LAIN 
TO PUBLIC: Gl Yes L)ne 0 Yes K] no 
. ¥ OF BUILDIN DA fe) fe RU 1ON 
Vernacular c. 1750 
8. RIALKS) (indicate use or location when appropriate) 
h: 
0 Clopboord &) Asbestos Siding ej Brick i. Seeeiivi 
| Wood Shingle O Asphalt Siding GJ Fieldstone 
Sides of foundation 
D Boord & Batten O Stucco O Cobblestone 
Aluminum Concrete Cur st. 
Siding Te Type: Brownstone foundation front 
» STRUCTURAL SYSTEM 
&) Wood frame a) Post and beam oO balloon 
Oj Load bearing masonry O Structural iron or steel 
Oo Other (Specify) 
0. ROOF (Typ) 
(x) Goble OD Flot 0 Monsord 0 Monitor O sowtooth 
Other 
z OD Gombrel (I Shed O Hip is Round (Specify) 
o 
5 (Material) 
= Roll 
o 0 Wood Shingle a) Asphalt 0 Tin x) Slote i Goble end to the street 
Hy Other 


)asphatiiciteole.[O) Wallner DC) iSpeeity) _ [XX] Ridge parallel! 10 the street 


11. NUMBER OF STORIES] APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS 
i. 1/2 36" x 28" 


ONDITION (Str tarals thaxterioe) 


/ 
O Excellent (3 Good ‘i. Fair O Deteriorated Bw, Excellent {x) Good 0 Foir 0 Deteriorated 
13. INTEGRITY (1. ationt TAN erations) iF YES, EXPLAIN 
iginal eae 
agrctatee! ase [XJ ves [Jno] Siding, slate roof 
REL DO OUTBUILDIN OR LANO PE F: UR 
1 Born D Shed O Gorage D Other londscape features or buildings (Specify) 


D0 Rorrioos 0 Shop 0 Gorden 


1S SURROUNOING ENVIRONMENT 


oO Open land rece: {x) Residentiol 3 Scattered buildings visible from site 


Indus- 
trial 


O Commercial DO High building density 


Next to abandoned Middletown Branch Railroad right-of-way in 
semi-rural area with scattered .18th-century houses. 


PROTOCARENER D 
o 
; 11/84 
=x NEGATIVE ON FILE 
a 
gel ee | 


< | wiatorle Resource Coneuttarte_| 
of} KOrK aes - - 
ri Cok 
S| Hertford, Connecticut 06106 
20 BSEQUEN 1ELD EVALUATION: 
17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or extertor) 
This house has a five-bay facade with a central entry. Much exterior 
3 detail is obscured by modern siding. Windows are fitted with 2-over-2 
2 sash. Entry detailing is plain; the transom fanlight has a molded 
5 surround, radial glazing and wooden muntins. There is an old 
. extension from the left side of the rear elevation. 
re) 
= 
a 
= 
a 
w 
a 
Tee ee BUILDER 
’ Ci OR! L OR RC HI U L IMPOR 
Although much of the original fabric is obscured by modern siding and 
alterations, this house is significant as an example of a small 18th- 
century central chimney house. An adaptation of traditional English 
bs building techniques to a harsh climate rich in stone, timber, and fire- 
z wood, the central chimney house was the predominant domestic building 
Fd type in 18th-century New England. Typical 18th-century features 
z include the symmetrical five-bay facade, the ridge-parallel orientation, 
a and the central chimney plan. According to a former tenant, the unusual 
slate roof was applied in the 1930s to ward off sparks from the nearby 
Middletown Branch of the New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad (now 
defunct). 
/ 
Little could be discovered about the earliest history of this house. 
In 1872, Charles S. Webster sold it to the NYNHRR. (continued) 
1855 Atlas 
4 1869 Atlast 
e Berlin Land Records 36:391 (1872); 168:315-19 (1972) 
= Interview with former tenant ; 


Beckley Depot 


19). (continued) : 


For sometime thereafter it apparently served as the depot for the 
village of Beckley, which remained a recognized entity until the 1930s. 


